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Our Community, Our Home 
By   Nic Young, Board President 

And just like that…another summer has come to a close. Call me a kook, but this is my 
favorite time of year. The colorful maples, fleece sweaters, and the anticipation of the 
holidays. Some things to be mindful of: 
 
Seasonal Prep: Transitioning to Autumn requires a little preparation. If you’re a 
gardener, this might even be your favorite part of the fall season! Clearing out tired 
and dead plants, rejuvenating lawns, and refreshing garden beds with fall and winter-
hearty plants is part of the fun. But, this is also a great time to move things like toys 
and basketball hoops back into storage. Get the roof treated for moss, clean out the 
gutters, and look for any dead tree limbs that might come crashing down with the fall 
winds. Owning a home can be work, but it pays off – have you checked your property 
value recently! Wow. Just wow. 
 
Greenbelts: Speaking of trees, our greenbelts are one of our most valuable assets. 
They provide privacy between neighbors, and give us a place to meet and enjoy the 
beauty of our community. Please be aware of your property boundaries and be 
careful not to extend your personal reach onto community property. If you bought a 
home without ordering a survey (which is pretty common), please do before installing 
a fence or cutting or removing trees.  
 
Pets: Keeping the spirit of community in mind, please be considerate of your 
neighbors. Dogs bark, yes, but please be mindful of how long they are barking. Never 
leave them unattended outside (coyotes!). And bring bags on walks to always pick up 
the poop. 
 
Safety & Security: We recently experienced some theft from unlocked cars. In one 
case, the garage clicker was used to open and take things from the garage. Be careful 
to not keep your garage clicker in your car, always lock your doors (including the 
internal garage door), and, when possible, park in your garage. 
 
I want to take an opportunity to thank my fellow board members for their continued 
investment in their time and teamwork. We really have a nice bunch of homeowners 
looking out for the collective community. Also, Kathy Foster “retired” after 20+ years 
of service and will be dearly missed. Luckily, two new members joined at the spring 
meeting – Shaun Gatherum and Jeramie Handran (our new secretary). We couldn’t 
maintain the quality of our neighborhood (and return on our investment) without 
these volunteers.  
 

Register in the Caliber Portal to ensure 
we have your current contact 

information. 
www.possessionbay.org/owners-portal 

Playground Reminder 
For their safety, all children must be 
accompanied by an adult at the 
playground. Also, please remember to 
pick up and take home any items brought  
from home, including toys, clothing, and 
food and drink wrappers.  

House Rules Updates 
The House Rules have been updated, 
effective October 1st - The updated 
document can be found at 
www.possessionbay.org/governance  
 
Please ensure you review the changes 
to ensure continued compliance. 
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Lawn Maintenance 
Early fall is the best time to dethatch dead grass and moss, 
aerate, and apply grass seed and fertilizer that will help 
cultivate a beautiful lawn throughout the spring and summer 
seasons. Continued maintenance of yards by removing 
weeds, replacing dead plants, trimming back overgrown 
trees, bushes, and shrubs to property lines ensure high 
visibility areas are in a neat and kempt condition and 
sidewalks are free of encroaching shrubs. This includes 
covering any bare ground areas with mulch or bark.  

 

 
 

 

Garbage and Recycle Bins 
 
Garbage and recycle bins should be put out the night before pick-
up and put away the same day as pick-up. Remember that your 
bins should not be left visible from the street. Please store your 
bins either in your garage or behind a fence. (Check out the 
screening idea posted on our website with photos.)   

Ø Please make sure all lids are closed tightly to prevent a potential street mess.  
Ø Sidewalks must remain clear – remember to park bins on the street with wheels touching the curb. 

 
            TIP:  Use a zinc vs. iron-based moss killer 
formula to prevent your sidewalk or driveway from 
rust-colored stains! 

Sidewalks 
 
Sidewalks must stay clear of automobiles and 
any vegetation. Please trim back hedges, trees, 
and garden beds that spill over onto the 
sidewalk. We must keep the path clear so that 
all can easily pass, even those in wheelchairs.  
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The Possession Bay Highlands website is your one-stop-shop for all things PBH. It’s a great way to submit questions                  
to the board and Sharon via the contact page.  And you can upload a completed Architectural Change Request through the 
Governance page.  

 
 

We also have a members-only Facebook group connecting nearly 100 members and growing.  

Sharon McKinney — Community Association Manager 
 
Sharon has worked with the MacPherson family for nearly three decades. She brings 25 years of real estate knowledge; from 
legal transaction negotiations, construction management, marketing, and interior design along with homeowner association and 
condominium set up and management. Sharon enjoys working with people and their communities and considers herself to be a 
natural problem solver. She prides herself on her customer service approach and her ability to resolve issues and concerns. 
Sharon’s goal is to assist homeowners and tenants to successfully navigate through the Declarations and By-Laws of their 
community. 
 
 

Sharon McKinney’s Contact Information: 
• Office:  425-747-5900 
• Email:  sharon@macphersonspm.com 

 
 
 
 
 When to Contact Sharon: 

ü Building a fence, shed, or pergola?   
ü Need to start a significant landscape project?   
ü Have a problem with a noisy neighbor?   
ü Have questions about common areas or greenbelts? 

HOME SAFETY & SECURITY 

Thefts and burglaries are common, to some extent, for most suburban communities. Homeowners become more 
vulnerable to such crimes when doors and windows are left open or unlocked, gates are unsecured, and cars are parked 
in plain view. But there are things you can do to minimize the likelihood of such damage and loss. 

Ø Be sure to secure your home by keeping all windows and doors locked unless you are home and awake. 
Ø Remember to remove valuables from your car and ensure it’s always locked. Park in the garage if possible. 
Ø Install an alarm system or make sure you turn on an existing alarm when you aren’t home. 
Ø Keep the outside of your home well-lit and use motion detecting lights. 

 
If you see any suspicious or criminal activity, please dial 9-1-1 immediately. 

If it isn’t reported, the police don’t know there’s a problem. 

ü Have questions about HOA CC&Rs or Bylaws? 
ü Planning to repaint your house? 
ü Need to pay your annual dues? 
ü Planning to rent your house? 
ü  

www.possessionbay.org 
 

www.facebook.com/groups/possessionbayhighlands 
 


